
Eleanor Jean "Jeannie" or "Jean" Avery, daughter of Milborne Henry 

(1902-1989) and Alice Nedra (Teel) (1907-1988) Avery, 

was born 3 March 1935, Saginaw County, Michigan.  She 

graduated from Okemos High School in 1953 and married 

9 January 1954 Richard E. Paulson.  

Richard was a US 

Air Force veteran 

of the Korean 

Conflict. After 

honorable military 

discharge Richard 

was employed from 

1955-1986 with General Motors 

Corp. (OLDS-BOC), retiring as 

supervisor in the Data Processing 

Department. 

 

Jean was very involved in her 3 

children's lives, vigorously 

volunteering with Scouts and PTA.  

Later she became continuously 

active in numerous community 

programs in the Lansing area…just 

like high school. 

Lansing State Journal, Jan 10, 1954 

1953 Okemos Tomahawk 



 

Richard, born 23 July 1931, died 18 May 2003.  Jean, 

age 79, died 26 September 2014. 
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1953 Okemos Tomahawk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traverse City Record Eagle, Feb 10, 1953 
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Estes Leadley Funeral Home, Lansing, Michigan Obituary: 

Eleanor Jean Paulson, 79, of Lansing, Michigan, and daughter of the late 

Milburne and Alice Avery passed away on Friday, September 26, 2014. 

Surviving are three children, Michael (Vickie Barner) Paulson, Laura (Lee) 

Hager, Steven (Mary) Paulson; grandchildren, Benjamin (Elizabeth) Hager, 

Jordan Hager, Leslie and Sarah Paulson, and Erik and Robert Paulson; 

great granddaughter, Evelyn Hager; brothers, Dennis (Anne) Avery and 

Larry (Linda) Avery; sister, Carol (Joe) Koch; many nieces, nephews, and 

companion, Jim Grugett. 

Jean was preceded in death by her husband of 49 years, Richard E. 

Paulson in 2003. 

Jean was an active volunteer in the Lansing community for many years. 

She volunteered for the National Arthritis Foundation, The Salvation Army 

(having dressed over 150 dolls for their Christmas doll program), and the 

Love Clothing Center. 

She was also 

instrumental in 

facilitating much of her 

late husband’s 

volunteer work. 

 

When her children were 

younger she was a 

Scouting Den Mother, 

Brownie Leader, Girl 

Scout Leader, and 

served on the PTA at 

Wainwright Elementary. 



Jean also worked part time at the Estes-Leadley Funeral Homes for 20 

years. 

Those who wish may make memorial contributions, in lieu of flowers, to 

the Greater Lansing Food Bank. 
 

 

 


